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Abstract

This research addresses the topic of identity in the poetry of the Andalusian
scholar Abu Hayyan al-Andalusi (d. 745 AH), one of the most prominent
scholars of language and the Quran in the eighth century AH, who traveled in
search of knowledge to the Islamic East, visiting Egypt, Tunisia, the Levant,
and Iraq, before settling in Cairo, where he was buried. Despite the small size
of Abu Hayyan's diwan compared to the aspects of his scientific prose, his
poetry forms a sensitive mirror to the transformations of identity in the An-
dalusian-Eastern context, especially in light of his experience as an Anda-
lusian who lived in the East and was influenced by it while maintaining his
Andalusian reference. This research employs an analytical-interpretive ap-
proach that combines textual and contextual methodologies to dismantle the
presence of identity in his poetry, whether at the level of language, theme, or
rhetorical structure.

The study reveals that Abli Hayyan presented a coherent discourse through
his poetry, based on elements of religious, linguistic, and political belonging,
reflecting the concerns of the Andalusian intellectual regarding political and
cultural transformations, especially in light of repeated invasions and the de-
cline of Islamic influence in Andalusia. His poetry mirrored this anxiety
through a prominent presence of values defending the Arabic language, glo-
rifying Islamic heritage, and pride in knowledge and the Quran as pillars of
cultural cohesion in the face of external and internal threats.

Furthermore, his poetry highlights the complex interaction between the self
and the other, as identity manifests as a dynamic process between the center
and the margin, between Andalusia and the East, and between particularity
and openness. Despite being influenced by the cultural environment in the
East, he did not abandon his original identity; rather, he worked to affirm it
in multiple instances in his poetry by evoking the Andalusian place and speak-
ing of love and belonging to the motherland, using intensive expressive tools
that signify a deep emotional connection to his birthplace.

It is also noted that Abu Hayyan dealt with the concept of identity within the
framework of his global vision that transcends the narrow boundaries of ge-
ography. In his poetry, there is a comprehensive Islamic civilizational dimen-
sion that views the nation as a cognitive and religious unity that surpasses
regional biases. This explains his keenness to unify the cultural and linguistic
discourse in his works, consistently reflected in his poetry, which he em-
ployed to affirm a comprehensive civilizational belonging rather than a lim-
ited local one.

Keywords: identity, culture, Arabic poetry, features of poetry.
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