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Abstract

The article studies Spinoza’s Concept of “Necessary Existence”
and compares it with the same concept in Ibn Sina (Avicenna) and Ibn
Roshd (Averroesj. At first site, Spinoza’s concept seems to be derived
from Avicenna, because of some similarities between the attributes of
both. But after some analyses we find that this is not completely cor-
rect, because Avicenna distinguished in Necessary Existence between
the necessary in itself and the necessary by another. This necessary by
another is, according to Avicenna, possible by itself. Averroes criticized
Avicenna for viewing the necessary by another as inherently possible,
saying that all necessary beings exclude any kind of possibility, and that
it is a contradiction to say that the nature of a possible being had
turned into necessity. When we turn to Spinoza we find that his concept
of Substance corresponds with Avicenna’s necessary by itself, but his
theory of Infinite modes corresponds to Averroes’ necessity by another
and in itself at the same time. This means that Spinoza's theory of Ex-
istence and Necessity is Averroean not Avicennian,
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1) Spinoza, Ethics, I, Prop.6, corollary, P.219, in Complete Works, translations
by Samuel Shirley. Edited with introduction and notes by Michael Morgan
(Hackett Publishing Company: Indianapolis/ Cambridge, 2002).
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Spinoza, Complete Works, translations by Samuel Shirley. Edited
with introduction and notes by Michael Morgan (Hackett
Publishing Company: Indianapolis/ Cambridge, 2002)
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