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Ecology and its Impact on the Folklore — The Folk Proverb as an
Example

Abstract:

This research investigates the impact of ecology on the human
being through the reflection of this impact on the folk proverb. Human
beings are affected by every thing they see in this world, including
animals, birds, reptiles, plains, plateaus, mountains, trees and rivers,
and this is generally reflected in the folklore, which shows the human
knowledge of the characteristics of all elements of the environment in
which they live.

It is believed that the study of ecology and its impact on the
folklore, in a specific place, plays a vital role in the compilation of a real
folklore atlas. Also, the study of cultural geography reveals, in some
aspects, the impact of the all elements of the natural environment on
the mankind, and consequently on his/her cultural activities, which will
eventually lead to culturally sustainable development.
I chose to test my research hypothesis on the folk proverb, in
particular, because it concludes the human experiences in the life, and
this makes the idea more clear. Proverbs have been taken form several
desert areas including Sinai, the Eastern desert, Al-wahat Al-bahariah
and some Western parts of Beheira Governorate (Abu Al-matamir)
which are considered similar places naturally, economically and
socially.
I have applied the research methodology only to proverbs related to
desert animals, birds and reptiles to discover the impact of ecology on
the formulation of the folk proverb.
KeyWords: Ecology, The Folk Proverb
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