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Symbol and significance Between Torfa’s camel (Nagua) and Antarah’s
horse

Abstract:

This research focuses on investigating the symbolic side in the pre-Islamic “Jahi-
li” poetry through studying the model of “the camel” in Torf Ibn Al- Abd’s poetry and the
model of “the horse” in Antarah Ibn Shadad’s poetry. Firstly,the researcher theoretically
showed the symbolization as a western and Arabic concept. He also the position of the
symbolization in the pre-Islamic “Jahili” thought. The researcher used the intuitional
symbol as a significant term to refer to the symbolization in the pre-Islamic “Jahili” poet-
ry.secondly, on application the researcher technically analyzed the metaphor of “the
camel” in Torf's poetry and the metaphor of “the horse”in Antarh’s poetry. the results
showed that the symbol -as a western concept- does not fit the pre-Islamic “Jahili” envi-
. ronment. This environment has another symbol that goes along with its original nature.
This symbol is called the intuitional symbol which refers to any thing expresses intuition
and nature that the pre-islamic “Jahili” poet lived. This differs from the imaginary thought
and super nature that the western used. So, the camel (Naqua) became a symbol of pa-
tience and endurance. It represent the poet’s soul that searches for a way to get rid of its
worries and pains. On the other side the horse appeared as a symbol of strength and
bravery. It represents the poet’s soul that searches for immortality. Every symbol has its
significance according to its context as the pre-islamic “Jahili” poetry is an open book that
reveals its secrets for the skilled diver.
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