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Abstract:

The collection of newspapers in the General Authority for
Queries is considered as an important source of knowledge since it rep-
psents a major part of the Egyptian Press memory and documents var-
ous stages in the history of these newspapers. It is also an evidence of
ils activity. They are administrative files, each one of them containing a
et of documents related to one of these newspapers, starting from its
license of construction through to the administrative procedures to ob-
servation of regulation bodies and the penalties they took as a result of
its violation of the rules which govern the newspaper business. In addi-
ion to this, the ownership of newspapers has changed. Also, it reveals
the viewpoint of the Egyptian Press towards the political events which
nave occurred in Egypt and other topics which document an era start-
ing from the 19" century to the end of the twentieth century. Among
these files is Al Ahram newspaper which is regarded as the oldest and
lhe greatest Egyptian newspaper. It is a model of explicit knowledge
ncluding the experience as well as the administrative and legal proce-
dures which Al Ahram newspaper witnessed throughout its long history,
wshich extends for about 140 years. Furthermore, Al Ahram newspaper
ile is the largest in terms of the number of documents, which cover a
luge number of topics. In this documentary study, we dealt with the
entire history of the Egyptian Press since its inception to the era of
thedive Ismael, then the history of Al Ahram newspaper since its foun-
dation in 1857. This is in addition to mentioning its most important pub-
lications, head of boards of directors, together with an archive descrip-
lion to the file of Al Ahram newspapers on two levels: the file level, and
the level of individual documents. The study presents a set of findings
and recommendations that will maintain those files and make them
available to researchers.
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