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Abstract: Domestication and foreignization are two indispensable strategies
in translation; a translator either resorts to domestication or to foreignization.
If the goal is to convey the culture of the original text into the target lan-
guage, the translator will mostly rely on foreignization. This research ad-
dresses domestication and foreignization, examining when domestication is
more appropriate and when foreignization is the better option, using the
translation of Chinese Spring Festival terms as a case study. The research
selects Spring Festival terms because they are representative. The research
is divided into three main parts: the first defines domestication and for-
eignization, outlines the advantages of each, and provides examples of when
to use them. The second part discusses the Spring Festival, its importance,
and its cultural background. The third part addresses the translation of
Spring Festival terms. In the conclusion, the researcher presents findings,
including that translation cannot be entirely domesticated or entirely for-
eignized, and that there are guidelines that govern the translator's choices.
The translator must strive to strike a balance between achieving fluency that
satisfies the reader and conveying the source culture to the target language
audience.

key words: Domestication, foreignization, culture, Spring Festival, terms
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