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Abstract: O B

This research is based on a basic issue, which is monitoring the social and
cultural meanings and connotations of symbols and signs specific to thera-
peutic and preventive practices among members of the research community.
Accordingly, its objectives were determined as follows: ldentifying the
symbols and signs specific to social and preventive practices in the research
community, and revealing the social and cultural connotations and meanings
of these symbols and beliefs among members of the research community.
The research relied on using the qualitative anthropological approach and
relying on its tools through direct and indirect observation, discussion
groups, and in-depth interviews with newsmen. It started from a theoretical
framework that relied on the cognitive trend and the symbolic interpretive
trend. It reached several results, the most important of which is the reliance
of the people of the oases on religious and environmental symbols that con-
stitute an effective treatment for the diseases that afflict them as a result of
their belief in their perceptions and understandings of the meanings of the
symbols and the connotations that they impose. The members of the re-
search community believe in the jinn and the damage they cause, the evil
eye, envy, magic, and the diseases and social and psychological problems
they cause that harm the members of society.

Keywords: Folk Medicine - Folk Beliefs
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