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Abstract:

The current research sought to provide a sociological analysis of the repercussions of
witnessed crimes, which were captured by surveillance cameras, smartphones, or live
broadcast via the media and social media, on copycat crime and copycat criminals. This is
for the purpose of answering a main question: What are the repercussions of
photographing and publishing the crime witnessed via surveillance cameras, smartphones,
or live broadcast on the commission of copycat crimes? From this standpoint, this study
belongs to the type of analytical exploratory research

The social sample survey approach was employed. To obtain results that reveal the
reality of crimes witnessed in the commission of imitation crimes; This is through the scale,
which consists of five axes, each of which includes a number of closed questions. (450)
questionnaires from the scale were distributed to the research sample, and (415) were
retrieved.

The research results have shown that the increasing number of photos and videos
being viewed about crimes committed in society; It is increasing with the consumption of
social media, the Internet and satellite channels. The results also revealed that social media
came in first place, while official media came in second place in terms of media outlets that
circulate crime news. It also showed an increase in the responses of the research sample
regarding the role of social media in encouraging individuals to imitate crimes that have
occurred in society. A percentage (95.9%) of the total research sample reported the
influence of social media in encouraging imitation and committing crimes by publishing
them. The results also showed that among the types of witnessed crimes that were filmed
by surveillance cameras, smart phones, or live broadcasts, and that the research sample
witnessed, were murder crimes, which came in first place, and in second place came the
Ismailia murder incident, and in third place came the Ismailia beating incident, and the
Ismailia murder. The suicide of an engineering student from the Cairo Tower came in
fourth place, harassment crimes came in fifth place, theft crimes came in sixth place, train
accidents came in seventh place, terrorism crimes came in eighth place, kidnapping crimes
came in ninth place, and parricide crimes came in eighth place. His children are ranked
tenth and last.

Finally, the results of the study revealed that among the effects of witnessed crimes
that were filmed with surveillance cameras, smartphones, or live broadcast via Facebook,
the effect of “belief in the spread of crimes in society” ranked first among the effects of
filming witnessed crimes, and the effect of “belief in the spread of crimes in society” ranked
second. “Individuals resort to criminal behavior to achieve their desires and goals,” the
effect of “encouraging the imitation of crimes” came in third place, and in the third place
came the effect of “the elaborate promotion of cultures, ideas, and customs that are
subversive of morals and destroying values.” And in the fourth place came the effect of
“repeated broadcasting.” Watching crimes makes the individual believe that they are
normal, non-criminal matters, and the effect of “learning the arts of crime andknowing the
methods and methods to which criminals resort” came in fifth place
Key Words:

Red-handed crime - surveillance camera - smart phones - live broadcast — Copycat crime -
Copy criminals .
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